-
_ //,/ 2

77 Z

R

.
=

D

S

Sy
X

&

: Y
& /:;/

g e

— et

o




‘\ VOL, 2, N\)“ &, PRICE 3;:“5

1 £ '
| THE BI-MONTHLY MACAZINE

OF THE NCU NORTH WEST N, JUNE AND JULY 1952

SECTION I, G, P, M8, - 1‘ - EDITORS - ¥ifsrias
E AND THE HARD i~ ’ l l\] R. A. TAYLOR &
, . !
ROAL GLUB /// 0 K Lo & KIPP
7 Lene .
//

Editorial - .
- "ONWARD EVER ONWAR D

This is our motto,....remember?....our first effort, just
two sheets pinned to-gether with disgusting print....,then =g
Proper magazine, in book form with lengthy articles and such
with a slight improvement in the print.....the second Link, al-
vogether a better job, clear print, better articles, more
Yaricty .. ... TOW Lhe third, with 2 cover in two cololurs, .ov,
¢, What next?9299? .

L
(- Sl

There is one drawback - money = we do not want to put the
price up but all this costs cash and we need more. YOU can help
buy nore than one cory, and resell it to a friend and perhaps
interest him or her in cycling, then we will carry on the good
work and perhaps better "Cycling". So BUY, BUY, BUY!.,,..BETTER,
BETTER, BETTER! v
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Brian.

Toothy, and I set ocut from Edgware Station on the night ride to
Leamington Spa. It was a perfect cool night with just a light
breeze blowing as we pedalled Horthwards towards St., Alhans,
where we took the Dunstable road. It was now past midnight and
with very little traffic on the road everything seemed very still
and silent as we pressed on through the darkness. One or two
other clubs passed us, also Leamington bound and we exchanged
greetings in the usual cheery and noisy fashion., Our first stpp
was at a transport Café just past Dunstable where we tucked in
to 2 huge plateful of heans on toast washed down with tea. We
Were beginning to feel sleepy now =2nd it took an effort to tear
ourselves away from the cosy café.

At about 3 o'clock 2 pale gleam in the Tast told us dawn
was on its way. and soon we woere abice to stop and switch off ocur
lights, at the same tame taking the opportunity to munch a sand-
wich, Our final stop was at another transport café at Weedon. We
were now in Warwickshiare with about 25 miles to go, which we
covered 2t quite 2 fair pace over switchback roads which con%ained
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one or two really steep hills and dozewns of tricky bends. Not
much hope of f2lling asleep on our bikes! We rolled into Leaming-
ton at about 7 o'clock rather tired, but in high spirits, and
made our way to the park where the rally was being held,

Soon we were sested in the huge marquee scoffing our free
breakfast kindly provided by Hercules. After breakfast we just
lay down on the grass and for the ncext couple of hours were
oblivious to everything. After our vest we were able to look
around 2 bit, The rally had already been opene'1 by the Mayor and
everywhere was thronged with cyclists who had riddel to the rally
from all over the British Isles. Toothy and I went for a row on
the river Leam which flcws through the town while Pop and Les
went for a walk round. By then it was lunchtlme and we had 2
very decent lunch in the town.

After lunch we watched the decorated cycle parade and then
spent the remainder of the afternoon watching a thrilling Bicycle
polo match betwwen Mgddlesex and Surrey. All theé riders role
tiny gears of about\ZS" and their skill and the controllwhich
they had over their Brkgs was terrific. After an exiting tussle
Surrey won 5-2. After thématch we trooped-ever to the adjoining
road to see the finish of the¥N.C.U. London-Leamingtorn Mamsed
Start race. Maitland won in 2 long sprint from Klng and looked
suprisingly fresh, %

In the evening we watched a hair-raising cabaret put on by
B.S.A., with acrobats, roller skating, and trick cycling. We then
met Nick who had bashed down during the afternocon, and watched
the last event of the day, 2 brilliant firework display put on
by Raleigh. It was really super with dozens and dozens of rockets

% (cont. on page 11.)
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TRACK HEIMETS splendid quality in all sizes to fit
a pin head to a pigs backside, 211 with rose tinted & .
goggles sewn in =ppropriate places = 4344 and £//?/ﬁ'

(% TRACK VESTS large selicction in all colours of the -
& ~\ rainbow; complete with tears from 1 inch to 1 foot
WY > and tubs gluci on around the neck-from 9,94 tn

WL @ £11111%/1./1144 each. s

SOXES short white? with assorted grcase spots in eight B = =
shades of blsck, aiso some with new potatoes and im- : b
pregnated witha gorgonzola from #d each to 31 =2 pair, *\Q;)-
= N s \

LOTSES  Sqeaks 9 a penny TRANSFERS for leg adornment’
. Groans 3 2 penny chainwhiel pattern 42d per ft
Clanks 4d each ditto 7/5 - comple®
S : Plain chain 244 per inch
CLANGERS Single, double or in Spots = blood 91 a penny
triplicate, guick relg;ses for D%&;j = ZTCASE 92 Qe nny
rapid dropping of. op : : M, S o ﬁ 1

RUST Genuine red rust straight s
from the head set ready for the PUNTUREM Splendid conglomeration

bottom bracket. +pint 64d of tacks, glass, nails, chipped
1 p¢nt 6ld 1 gall, 634 stones, razér s, screws, flints etc -
e 934 per ih. £235683/1169i per ton



Speed! Speed!

By Crawler.

One extremely wet morning in early March 2 Harp speci
Merchant twiddled round the F 4, course on a 72" gear in the
amazing time of 1-3-56s more than a minute faster than any other
rider in the event., This was Johnny Vigor drawing first blood
for the Harp R, C. and judging from results since then some
reople must think we are vampires, Two weeks later we won the
Darffoxd open M.G,'25' team award having three riders in the
fivst seven. Club 72" gear mecord went again in the folliowing
week again by the Right Hon, J. V. with a 1-2-33, This was fol-
lowed up with 2 2nd in hhe Forest'25'; 1st place and team in the
Worcester St. John '25!'; third in the
Midds '25'; 4th - Luton Wheelers '25°';
2nd place and team in thg Stowmarket;
2 magnificent ride in the National by
Bob tn take 18th place with 2 0=59=-48:
1st, 2nd place and tesm in the P.Us.
150!: 1st, 2nd and 1st team in the N,
Midds '25'; club '6Q0' record in the
Fulham '50' - 2-5-32; 2nd place in the
Priory 125'(59-58) and 1st in the
Norleond 1007,

As usual the juniors have been
keeping up the club standard, Johnny
Miles has done a 1-5-27 only 2 secs off
of the club junior record. P. Turner
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ras returned to the timekeeper after 1-6=50s and 2 number of i=T7s
are coming in.

I'm afraid I must strike 2 rather serious note here con-
cerning time trialing. Twn complaints have been brought to my
notice so far this year. Yo 1. was concerned with the first ciun
i10!' when 2 junior used very bad and insulting language to a
motorist and his wife, the motorist happened to be a padliceman
and the club and person concerned were nearly prosecuted., When
riding in a time trial for your own sake save your breath by
keeping your tongue still except at the turns and finish or eise
you ma¥ have to take any of the consequenses that may result. Xo
2 concerns that old R.T.T."; megulation no. 40. You MUST NOT tuck
in behind anything, you MUST drop B_A C XK when overtaken by a
competitor who has started behind you. Overtake wide and clear
if you catcin anntaer rider after making sure that there is no
traffic immediatély behind you. A rider has been brought before
the Harp committee for breach of Reg. 40 and is in danger of
lodsing trophies and medals waich he has virtually won.

Entry forms for téme trials can be obhtained from Road
racing sec., cvery Thursday or from his residence wherc entry
forms are always available., Don't forget 2 weeks notice L
neceded before you ride in an event. Don't forget entry forms ion
be given to the sec. for positing.

Marshalls are urgently necded for the club '50! on Julr
27th. 2lso riders. The next and last ‘19 is on August 6th. We
have 2 more '25'e this year Aug 31lst-F 4 cours . and a 72" gear
event on Oct. 12th also F 4. 6\ o
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Personality Parade. I have had
many requests (mainly from Chas.)
to re-introduce the Personality
Parade. Commencing in the next
issue one prominent club memb
will write a short article on nls
or her club and cyolinp life, Hight names have been put in a hat
and the first one out is CHAS. Those remaining in the hat are:-
Don, Nick, Berit, Bob Taylor, Chiis, Bob Tompkins and yours Truly,
S0 Beware‘

Speed Judzing Competition® Many of you have seen this in the
Runs card and have wondered how it is dnne. It is proponsed to
let each competitor ride an time trial fashion over 2 prepared
course of unknown lenpth. At the start they will be told asect

speed to keep up {betwwen 8 and 16mph) and over this course they
will be tamed and the one neaxest to his miven speed is the
winner. Watches and mileométers not allowed. Aug 1@th.

Articlies Many thanks for those received, but more are still wanted
before SEPT 18th. Plesse.

Agzloaies To 2ll those whose articles are not printed herein-only
ny Co=-partner in crime has LOST some.
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Our History Part 1
PRE-WAR

Yo we don't 3late hack as far
28 tae penny farthninm, only to March
1937, when a couple of P.Ms formed
the section with the helpof London
Centre. In 2 short while we were
running Dances, Dinners, ,Magazines
Reliability Trials and 2ll tihe usual
activities of 2 prosperous cyciing club.
In 1938 the Harp R.C. was born to cater for
the racing lads.

The first club room was over the Lighthéng Café at Staples
Corner where George Fleming (of 50 fame) mave us great assistance.
Later another room was hired at the 0lde Plough, Kilburn Lane, so
the club could meet Tuesday® and Fridays. In the middle of 1939,
the club moved to the Watling Centre having a room iz ©hs 0ld Barn.
(Now almost completely destroyed!).

Club membership was in the fifties with about =2 dozen women
folk, and the greater part of these came out on the clubh runs
wh*ch met=- §=45am hardriders;l0am social section and went to all
the 0ld famiiiar places. On l8th June, 1938 it was the turn of the
Section to promote the Relisbility Trial which they did but made
-2 bad job of it so I'm toid., The racing section (Harp) was more
successful though, winning some of the Brookmans Park Massed start
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races and a number of time triad@s.

On the social side they had a yearly Dinner and Dance, a
number of ordinary dances, and plenty of club room activities in-
cluding lectures by Ragged Staff from the bicycle and E. Spain
from the N.C.U. H.,Q., table tennis and darts tournaments and so
on. they alsc did a few despicable things such as run a cnach
outing to the sea (the lazy lot).

On of the ambitious things they 4id was to publish a mag.
alsc ealled the *Link® only theirs was a commercial effort similar
to Cycling without the racing results and coming out quarterly.

It had a circulation of just under 2,000 and was sold to a great
number of clubs in the London area. I was told an amusing inci-
dent which happened when they tried to sell some at the 1938
Wembley Six. It appears that there was a newspaper printed bearing
2 similar name published by the Communists for Bussia and we felt
the brunt of the cyclists dislike for Russia. It was strong before
the war. The magazine however came to an untimely end, it seems
that 2 number in the club wanted the Link to be 2 personal mag.

for the N.W. section, ,but wanted it to keep the same standard of

work as before. Now you try and do it without financial backing
which the adverts gave, and you will see why the editor resigned.

When the war came the active membe”shlp of the club began to
decline for several obvious reasons and in September 1940 it was
decided to pack up and that was tie end. The records were given to
the London Centre with 3ll the other p roperty, trophies, cash,and
equipment for safe keeping. But alas in the blitz sometime every-
thing was destroyed., Which explains why I have endevoured to find
out and contact the prewar members and print my findings such as
they are,

Next month - Part 2 The Reformation. - Les,
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EVERY
e Y oL 1.5 T1'5
PROBLEM.

A South London cyclist was tellins me recently of a growing
concern the clubs have in the district for the dropping attendances
at the "Hill", You probably know this already, but being way up in
" the North it doesn't seam tn come to our notice as much as it does
down South. There the boys are really pepting worriedfor, every
meetineg that is held the crowl seems to grow less and less.

Last year the panis started when attendances dropped alarmingly
80 much that the Heirne Hill Officals mealised that something had
to be done and drastic at that to attract the people there again.
At the berimning of this year an entirely new programme was in-
- troduced with more professional racing, brighter and livlier
meetings and everythinag you could think of that would 4o the trick.
What was the result? A reasonably crowd at the Foed Friday Meetins
(but not nearly equalline previous years) and after this attend-
ances were a little better than last year, but still fallinp with
every meeting. Now they are at rock bottom amain.

According to my friend, the Southerncrs are longing to find
the reasons for this sad state of affairs. Herne Hill, was, or
maybe still is, the home and centre of cycling, and it seems a bad
thing for our sport that the meneral public interest is falling
80 badly. I think the that one of the reasdns is that people in

10 (cont on page 15)



THE LEAMINGTON RALLY
(cont. from page 3.)

and 211 the other things which firework shows have only bhigger and
better.

At mid-night it was 2ll over and five very weary cyclists
wheeled their bikes from the park and pedalled the last three miles
to our digs at Warwick. By the time we at last got to bed we had
been over 40 hours without any sleep.

Next morning after a wonderful nights sleep we ate a huge
breakfast, incidently the digs were first rate, and by 11 o'clock
we were on the road again wita 70 odd miles befdare us to tea. We
came home via Banbury, Bicester, and Aylesbury, over the identical
roads which , the dzy before Maitland and Co. had scorched along
2t 25s. We however took taings a trifle easier and averaging a
steady 12's landed up at tea 2bout six to meet the rest of the
Club. A good tea 2and 2 pleasant potter home with tne club rounded
off a very tiring but never~the- 1093 entertaining weekend.

GHTTLTHDDTTT
HAVE A BANANA!

A Chiness boy, lesrning Englisk, is credited with this
thesis on the Bananz: "The banznas are great fruit. He are con-
structed in the same architectural sty e as the saus=z2gc, differ-
ence veing skin of sausage sre habituaily cdnsumed, while it is
not advissble to cat wrappings of banana, The banana are held
2loft while ccnsumizmg, saussge arc usualily ieft in reclining
rosition. Sausags depend foy crestion on human hneing oxr stuffing
machine, while banana sre igtine product of henourable Mother
Nature. Finally. banans = *rictly of vegctable kingdom, while
affiliation of sausage

Sl
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FIVE HUNDRED MILES WITH A CYCLE

Remembering the advice of the chaps at the Club. I started
from Paddington, doing the bit to Exeter by train. No need to
cycle that section, the best scenery came afterwards. With the
gridiron in the Guard's van and myself comfortably in a corner
‘geat I was soon on my way to Countess Wear Y.H. After 2 mesal at
the Hostel I meandered round the place on foot. No sense in biking
yet, saddle soreness would no douht come only too soon.

: Next moraing, have done my chores, shelling peas or cutting
grass, anyhow something to do with greens, I got astride the

saddle and set off for Otterham. At last I was really started.
Bowling 2long Topsham Road about ten minutes later I heard = shout,
*What are you doing so far from home,Bill®?" A Riley pulled up along-
side and Charlie Porter from work was at the whhel."I'm on my way
to Otterham", I said proudly."It's much easier my way," said Chas.
"I'm going to Tintagel." Well, I don't quite know how it all hap-
pened but in ten minutes nmy grid was on his grid and I was a3 'pick-
ur boy,'! Otterhams a charming place to spend half a day in. I had
to spend half a day there, I got therc so early. Launceston castle
nearby, found in 1070 by Willy the Conk (I'm not sure who lost it)
afforded opportunity for a2 wonderful view nf the surrounding
countryside, but blimey, those stepsa.

: Next day, after mv cheres, winlow cleaning this time (there
were two less for the next window cleaner) I set off for Barnstaple.
Now would you bel ieve it, I hadn't gone more than =2 couple of

miles before I hit = “Ouk too much scenery in my eyes I oexpects
The front wheel u‘nw out cf it rather bhadly. Luckily I soon found

2 small cycle Shpp-whors the chap said "as ‘ow 'e would straighten



im¥, I promised to look back in a couple of hours. It was two in
the afternoon when I heard the sad news that, "'fraid'e's taking
rather longer than 0i thought 'im would", and me due at Barnstaple
by tea time. "There be a2 bus in 'alf 'our Zur, and 0i could send
ee the boike in me truck this evening". A pound note changed hands
and I was soon on my way by Southern National. The chief thing I
found out about Barnspaple is that it sent five ships to help our
Francis(Drake not Howerd) beat the Armada. The 'beoike' arrived
about half past eleven that night. The Warden wasn't half as
pleased as 1 was.

It was raining when I started out for Minehead next day. Now
I don't mind rain, it makes you heautiful, but I hadn't brought my
cape. Didn't think it ever rained in glorious Devon. Let's see I
could go by train, and the weather might be better when I arrived.
Right! the station is only round the corner. The sun was shining
ton when I got to Minehead. The sea was most inviting, so I stowed
the Raleigh at the hostel, and was soon enjoying myself as nmuch as
any tripper. Met 2 saucy bit too, but that's another story.

Croscombe in Somerset was the destination aimed at next day.
After chores (what's chores, oh! mine's a bitter - sorry) started
off in fine fettle. Holiday awheel, that's the life:. Funny how
bumpy the road seems. Could it he 2 puncture? Yes, but we'll doon
attend to that. Where's the jolly old outfit. Ah! where? Neyer
mind there's 2 lorry, they'll lend me some tackle, Will they; not
on your life. "You can have our spare wheel if thats any use to
you." "Tell you what mate, bung your bike abozrd and jump on."
'We're going to Wells", Now Wells is next door to Croscombe sn
what would you dc chums? At the hostel I soon borrowed a repair

13



outfit and mending 2 small thing like a punctire is child's play
to an and like me. DidAn't take a minute aver two hours,
Later I walked back to Wells and looked over the Cathedral, A
wonderful piece of architecture. Might easily be taken for a
church.

Thursday, and heading for home. I'll stick to the main road
for 2 bit and later branck off into the byeways. My word! the
traffics busy today. These car drivers don't leave much room for
us chaps on two wheels. Hallo one's stopping. Why, its Charlie
Porter again. Mrs Ported too, and Ruth's in the back. Nice girl
Ruth, "Just collected them from Tintagel," said Charlie., "Won't
you make 2 fourth?", Well, I ask you, me in the back with a girl
Tike Rath.c. 5, i

We reached Uxbridge about six pip emma after a2 most inter-
esting ride(you bet) Unfortunately Charlie wasn't going right
through then to Kenton so we unhithhed the machine, and after
many thanks, especially to Ruth, I got astride the saddle once
more and covered the remaining eight miles as fresh as when I
started.

In 211, I had covered well over five hundred miles in less =~

than a week,

What was that? I only Aid a Adzen on my bike,So what? The
title of this offering is "Five Hundred Miles WITH a Cycle.

I.B.Kiddin.

Laziness is noc weod unless it is w&ll carried out.
: 0 =



—EVERY CYCLISTS PROBLEM (cont from page 10)

all sports now are tending more towards "having a meo" themsglvas
in preference to just standing around and watching, but this is
only a thenry of mine, Maybe someone has 3 more detailed explain-
ation than this and could write it in our next issus.

l_"t'..:-:-:v:-:- BOb.
ﬂ?hgﬁghli.l\?hAhl\go\ghgﬁg:ghgﬂ
A’Al\t\hAAAA“A&AAAAAAAAQAAAAA‘
The worli doesn't need 2 new There are 890 causes of war,
religion. It hasn't used the chief of which is the convic-
old one much yet, tion that you can lick the
- et otliew fallow.

If you want to see 90, don't
look for it on the speedometer.
The money the other fellow

has is capital. Getting it a-
way from Him is labotdr. -

In every business concern there
ig constant war bevweer the
head and the overliead,

Love is 3 be=zuti
marrisge 18 ¥

of it. 8 RAKLS TETSWOT  \prEAWED IN THE PREVIOUS NOMBER.
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- Fer Your Diary.
Sunday - July 27th : Club 50 mile Time Trisal.
Sat.Sun.Mon.August2 Bank Holiday in the New Forest.
Wednesdsay August Last Club 10 mile Time Trial.
Sunday August Speed Judaina mpetition
Sunday August % & 150 miles in 12
Sunday August [§1 ime trial
Thursday Sept. & itrihutions for the

e | SEPTEMBER LINK

; 4 Y.H.

StugEford on Avgn Week=-end,

2" mear 25mixd jtime trial,

Auh DINWER & DFNCE

[

SBt. Sun. Sept 20
Sat. Sun. . 0c¢t.4-51%
Sunday Qect 1L2%a
Saturday. ~=Dec, 13t
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cssesessTepeatedly loses a tartan purse.

tesses..is the Harp lad who shaves his legs to
make him go faster.

veeie...left some of his rear forks in the Essex
lanes.
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